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N O R T H E A S T / M I D - AT L A N T I C

lided with Big Brown in the first turn of the 
Florida Derby (gr. I) and was eventually 
sent to Fair Hill with a tendon injury and a 
cracked shin.  

“We had to stop and start from scratch,” 
noted Lawley-Wakelin. “The oxygen ther-
apy definitely sped up his recovery; then 
we moved on to the aquatread. It’s not in-
expensive, but it’s gotten our horses back 
to full training much more quickly. Elysi-
um Fields is back racing on the West Coast 
with Neil Drysdale.” 

Fair Hill veterinarians Kathy Anderson 
and Charles Arensberg are partners, along 
with Jackson and Buddy Jones, in the hy-
perbaric oxygen therapy business. The 
cost of the machine and installation was 
about $500,000. Three technicians operate 

the chamber and attend to 10 to 12 horses 
a day. Since the chamber was installed in 
June 2008, they’ve treated more than 3,000 
horses—roughly 80% racehorses—with a 
growing clientele of top-level dressage and 
event horses.

Treatments last roughly 45 minutes 
with 10 minutes on either side to prepare 
the horse and to decompress from the ma-
chine. The cost per session is $300. Many 
veterinarians believe oxygen therapy is 
the biggest breakthrough in equine treat-
ment since the use of ultrasound back in 
the 1980s. 

“Equine medical therapy is often a com-
posite of multiple medical treatments used 
to promote healing and recovery,” stated 
Jackson. “This therapy enhances the 

horse’s recovery but doesn’t make it run 
any faster.”

Anderson, who has been the chief vet-
erinarian at the training center since 1992, 
tended to Barbaro during his stay at Fair 
Hill. She said the oxygen therapy helps 
with muscle metabolism and revitaliz-
ing the lung tissue after an intense racing  
program. 

“We’ve had grade I winners come in 
after a tough race for five treatments over 
five days. It helps them recover more 
quickly, and they’re better prepared to 
move forward with their racing schedule. 
Some trainers use it on a regular, ongoing 
basis. Once the trainers and owners see 
positive performance results, there is no 
quibbling about it.” b

2009 Leading Sires in New Jersey
State sire lists updated daily online. 

Go to http://breeding.bloodhorse.
com/sirelists.asp

For stallions that stand, will stand, or stood (deceased) in New Jersey (exported stallions are excluded), and have runners in North America. Listed below are all available statistics for the Northern Hemisphere through December 
9, 2009. As supplied to The Blood-Horse by The Jockey Club Information Systems Inc., earnings exclude monies from Japan and Hong Kong. *Foal counts include Southern Hemisphere. Cumulative stakes winners includes all 
countries.  (A ¶ indicates a sire represented by his first crop to race).
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1 Defrere (92, Deputy Minister), Walnford Stud $6,000 90/41 0/0 0/0 (Emily Allstar, $154,960) $1,528,446 *460 20 1.30 1.23
2 Private Interview (92, Nureyev), Colonial Farms $2,500 46/19 0/0 0/0 (Nondo, $89,332) $876,296 195 4 1.17 1.29
3 Crafty Friend (93, Crafty Prospector), Walnford Stud $6,000 58/27 1/1 0/1 (Savethebestforlass, $88,385) $734,380 315 10 1.01 1.19
4 Unbridled Jet (96, Unbridled), Sleeter Farm $2,000 51/16 0/0 0/0 (Scheing E Jet, $66,750) $637,546 *211 7 1.12 1.26
5 Mr. Nugget (96, Mr. Prospector) N/A 27/8 0/0 0/0 (Balaban, $76,810) $378,056 71 1 0.75 1.28
6 Gerosa (97, Cherokee Run), Walnford Stud $1,000 12/7 0/0 0/0 (Little Stitch, $102,600) $306,049 25 0 1.32 1.02
7 Evening Kris (85, Kris S.) Died 13/7 0/0 0/0 (Evenings End, $63,208) $260,546 141 3 1.36 1.11
8 Mo Mon (98, Maria's Mon), Four Winds Farm $2,500 18/7 0/0 0/0 (Moneigh Lisa, $101,042) $258,694 37 0 0.88 1.22
9 Iron Deputy (99, Silver Deputy), Walnford Stud $3,000 10/4 0/0 0/0 (Justin M, $62,556) $229,032 15 0 1.28 1.39

10 Mr. Sinatra (94, Mining), Hidden Acres 4-D Farm N/A 16/5 0/0 0/0 (Livin Fastforward, $140,884) $228,787 37 0 1.03 1.13
*A-E and COMPARABLE INDEX: The lifetime Average-Earnings Index indicates how much purse money the progeny of one sire has earned, on the average, in relation to the 
average earnings of all runners in the same years; average earnings of all runners in any year is represented by an index of 1.00. The Comparable Index indicates the average 
earnings of progeny produced from mares bred to one sire, when these same mares were bred to other sires. Only 32% of all sires have a lifetime AEI higher than their mares 
Comparable Index.

Trainers and owners use Equine Therapy Center's treatment programs to speed their horses' return to performance
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